
  

My Dear Brothers and Sisters of Corpus Christi,  

Dominus Vobiscum,  

 Firstly may I wish you a very happy New Year. As you 

look back on 2016 I wonder what stands out? For some of our 

young members I imagine it will be their move to educational 

tertiary institutions, and related to that, for many others, it will 

have been job hunting following completion of studies. Perhaps 

others will think of all the many celebrities who have passed on, 

or perhaps of a loved one who has gone. Whatever stands out, 

there can be no doubt that it was an extraordinary year with ef-

fects that will be felt, for good or ill, for generations to come.      

It seems to me that on the political scene the tectonic plates are 

shifting considerably across the world and the old order of what 

we have known for decades would appear to be coming to an end. Some will be ap-

palled; others, will actually be feeling a little optimistic about new possibilities that 

change can bring, but time will tell.  

 Change is unavoidable and actually quite a good thing in many ways although it 

is often hard for us to accept. Following the sitting of ACSA’s Provincial Synod in Sep-

tember 2016, ACSA emerged with a new theme: “Discerning, developing and directing 

the Resources (Spiritual, mental and material) God provides for the task God sets be-

fore us (for the good of all people and creation)”.
 
I believe that the wind of change is 

blowing through ACSA as we seek to be the kind of church that can be most effective 

in proclaiming Christ. Our work with young people and families will, under God, see 

very significant developments this year and beyond.  We have to be intentional 

about providing space for young people to learn about Christ and to enable fellowship 

for all our church family and unashamed in that. This is in line with the motion Spiritual 

Formation of Children and Youth. We are encouraged to embrace the recommendation 

by the Anglican Communion to engage in a Season of Intentional Discipleship for chil-

dren and youth. Thus ACSA has declared 2017 as the Year of the Young (inclusive of 

children and youth). According to Deut 6:6–7 (NIV), if we want to keep God’s ways, we 

must impress God’s commands upon our hearts and upon the hearts of our children. 

How do we do that? Verse 7 says we’re to talk about God’s commands throughout our 

everyday life. The Bible helps us to learn everything there is about life, godliness, and 

character (2 Peter 1:3). It shows us how to live a happy, more abundant life (John 

10:10). Thus we have the responsibility to build character in the children or to train chil-

dren in the things of God.  
The following poem by Dorothy Law Nolte accurately illustrates how children learn: 
 
 If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn. 
 If children live with hostility, they learn to fight. 
 If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive. 
 If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for themselves. 
 If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy. 
 If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy. 
 If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty. 
 If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence. 
 If children live with tolerance, they learn patience. 
 If children live with praise, they learn appreciation. 
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 If children live with acceptance, they learn to love. 

 If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves. 
 If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have a goal. 
 If children live with sharing, they learn generosity. 
 If children live with honesty, they learn truthfulness. 
 If children live with fairness, they learn justice. 
 If children live with kindness and consideration, they learn respect. 
 If children live with security, they learn to have faith in themselves and in those about them. 
 If children live with friendliness, they learn the world is a nice place in which to live. 
 

Growing up, I learned by the daily examples I saw in my parents and grandparents. Before he passed away, my 

maternal grandfather, used to tell me, “You’re only as good as your word. If your word is no good, you’re a 

scoundrel.” He was a man of integrity, and he taught integrity to his children and to his grandchildren—not only 

with his words but also with his actions. I not only heard elders in my surroundings instruct me about integrity, but 

I also saw them follow through on their word. A living example is the best way to teach godly principles and pass 

them down from generation to generation. Unfortunately, today, we are vastly lacking in character and integrity. 

And this is because godly principles are not being taught in the home and schools. 

When we don’t instil God’s values and principles in our spaces of interaction, our children will fall under the influ-

ence of what they hear on the radio, what they see on television, and what they read in magazines and online. 

Instead of being influenced by us, our children will be influenced by their friends and by the world’s value system.  

Teaching children starts at an early age. And it begins by first developing a relationship with them.  
When they are a priority in our lives as the church (ACSA) encourages, and we will be able to talk to them about 
anything. Then when it comes time for you to discipline them or steer them in a godly direction, they will be more 
inclined to listen to what you have to say rather than rebel against your advice and correction. Relationship is the 
best foundation for instruction. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14 (NIV). February 5 has been pronounced as Educa-
tion Sunday and in light thereof,  the Archbishop has called on the Church to pray particularly for the universities 
on Education Sunday (see the Ad Laos below from the Archbishop).   
 
 The same Provincial Synod amended Canon 28 of Parish Council and Canon 29 of Churchwardens and 

Chapelwardens, which now includes the environment as another function of the Council. Duties of the Church-

wardens and Chapelwardens will also be to develop and implement a policy for ecologically sound management 

of grounds and buildings and behaviour. A motion on experimental use of a collection of South African Hymnody 

was also passed. Thus newly assembled collection of South African Hymnody is to be employed for experimental 

use in ACSA alongside Anglican hymnals; and that they form a basis of the ACSA Provincial endeavour to en-

courage local hymn singing and writing, particularly multi-lingual 

So as we prepare for all that God has in store for us in 2017 and beyond and for inevitable changes in our church 

following Provincial Synod and probably more changes in line with resolutions of ACSA Provincial Synod follow-

ing our Diocesan Synod in September this year, and indeed as we all ponder the extraordinary events taking 

place in the political world, I suggest we remember some words from the poem 'God knows' by Minnie Louise 

Haskins. “And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 

unknown.” And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to 

you better than light and safer than a known way.” So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into 

the night. And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.  

Oremus pro invicem (Let us pray for each other.) 

  
 
The Ven Dr. L Meshack T Mariri, AHC † 
Rector 
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From Archbishop Thabo Makgoba: 

Call to focus on universities on Education Sunday, February 5 

To the Laos - To the People of God - January 2017 

Dear People of God, 

On January 6th, we celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany, reminding us of the manifestation of God to all. 

For our context today, I want to paraphrase this by expressing it in terms of the liberation, the enlighten-

ing, the empowering and the “making able” of all God’s children in order to engage with God in his world 

and with one another so that none is dominated nor demeaned. Education embodies this vision. Hence, in 

keeping with our ACSA missional priority of “nurture of the young” this Ad Laos is dedicated to education. 

Our Anglican Board of Education (ABESA), the Anglican Students' Federation, the Synod of Bishops and 

other organisations within our Church have been consulting in recent months on how we can engage with 

the crisis on our campuses in South Africa and beyond. The South African Council of Churches has also 

been taking initiatives and a number of our bishops have been responding to developments on campuses in 

their dioceses, among them the bishops of Pretoria, Johannesburg, Grahamstown, Port Elizabeth and the 

Free State. 

Good education is, as I have said before, at the heart of our capacity to realise our Provincial Vision, 

“Anglicans Act”. Although the South African matric pass rate has improved, the quality of our school-

leavers' education still needs a lot of improvement. And it is critical both for fulfilment in the lives of young 

people, and for the health of our society, that the burgeoning growth in tertiary education is well managed, 

sustainably financed, and kept at the highest possible level of educational quality. 

As in the 1976 generation, young people today are bypassing their parents and demanding to be treated as 

adults who can negotiate their own educational destinies. Meanwhile the Government triggered their anger 

Children’s colouring page 
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    1 February  Executive meeting    18-00 

   4  February Parish Planning Day     08-30 

   7 February Ministry Team Meeting   19-00 

  26 February SHROVE SUNDAY    09-00   

  26 February Annual Vestry Meeting   

  28 February Executive meeting    18-00  

  28 February Ministry Team Meeting   19-00 

   1 March  ASH WEDNESDAY 

   3 March Women’s World Day of Prayer  15-00 

   14  March Parish Council Meeting   18-00 

last year by side lining its own commission on higher education, and announcing a fee increase for 2017 

unilaterally. No wonder young people feel abused, marginalised and degraded. 

At the same time, many young people speak of their vulnerability when it feels as if their parents’ genera-

tion – families, teachers and the churches – seem to have left them exposed to abuse, violence and intimi-

dation, unheard and unaccompanied in deep waters. We need to redress that by standing with our stu-

dents, listening to them and shielding them from danger. 

When church leaders went to pray at Parliament after a student march in Cape Town last year, there was a 

warm response as if somehow there was a dimension missing in the conflict – something spiritual which 

many students knew from their upbringing, and which they miss in secular dialogue.  So what can we do? 

We already have the first Sunday in February each year designated as Education Sunday across the Prov-

ince, a time to pray for educators, learners and institutions of learning at the beginning of the school year. 

We want to urge this year that we observe this day, SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2017 with special events not 

only at churches but ecumenically at schools and where possible on campuses where we have access 

through Anglican students, administrators or chaplaincy ministry. 

This is a time to listen and to be close to people not only in the tertiary sector but as the crisis extends, as it 

will, to high schools and across society. Our presence, our prayers and where appropriate, our parenting 

are needed, alongside our prophecy where the powerful have also been absent and unapproachable, or 

simply overwhelmed. 

We all know how disabled our education systems have been, especially in South Africa but also through 

the colonial histories of other countries which make up the subcontinent which ACSA seeks to serve. Build-

ing healthy education systems in all our nations is a critical priority to which ACSA has long been devoted. 

As we do so, there are people full of passion and potential for whom we have to care. 

Please observe Education Sunday with special intent for universities and colleges in the tertiary education 

sector this year! 

God bless you 

†Thabo Cape Town 
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ANOTHER FOUR PROOFS  FOR THE BIBLE.  

 (ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS.) 
 

I. Earliest New Testament Copy:  In 1920 a British traveller in Egypt acquired a small fragment of 

papyrus (a paper like substance made from woven reed stalks). Later, scholars discovered that the writing  

on it was from the Gospel of John. The words on it are from John18: 21—33, 37—38. It was part of a 

codex dated AD 125.  It is known as the John Rylands Papyrus,  and can be found in  the Museum of the 

same name, in Manchester, England.  Because no originals of the biblical books have survived, scholars 

have relied on the finds of ancient copies to piece  together the text of the Bible, and the papyrus codex 

was likely copied within a generation of the original book of John itself. 

II. Oldest Copy of John’s Gospel:  In 1956 the world learned of the existence of a copy of the 

Gospel of John that had been penned in Greek, on papyrus, sometime between AD 150-200.  Hailed as 

the oldest remaining copy of the majority of John’s Gospel, about two-thirds of the text has survived the 

ravages of time. Swiss industrialist M Marin Bodmer purchased it in Egypt, and later gave it to the muse-

um. This early copy has proved invaluable to Bible scholars and translators for helping to reconstruct the 

most accurate Greek text possible of the Gospel of John. 

III. The Oldest Complete copy of the New Testament. In 1844, New Testament scholar, Konstantin 

van Tischendorf discovered the oldest surviving copy of the New Testament. He found it among the 

books belonging to a monastery that has stood at the foot of Mount Sinai since ancient times. Known to-

day as  Codex Sinaticus, this Bible was written on parchment around AD 350. This text is also known  

by the name “Aleph” the Hebrew letter “ A”. The other early key Greek letter is Codex  

IV. Vaticanus also known as “B”. It has proved vital to scholars and translators in verifying the accuracy with 

which the New Testament has been produced across the ages, When new Bible versions refer to “most 

reliable texts” they are referring to “A” and “B”. Greco-Roman references to Jesus: Flavius Josephus, 

Jewish historian, wrote Antiquities (AD 93), which mentions both Jesus and his brothers.  Tacitus wrote 

Annals between AD 115-117 which mentions Jesus execution by Pilate.  Antiquities states “About this 
time arose Jesus, a wise man. For he was a doer of marvellous deeds, and a teacher of men who gladly 
receive the truth. He drew to himself many persons, both of the Jews and also the Gentiles. And when 
Pilate , upon the indictment of the leading men among us, had condemned him  to the cross, those who 
loved him at first did not cease to do so.. And even to this day the race of Christians who are named from 
him , has not died out”. Tacitus’s Annals state—”Christus, from whom  the name [Christians] had its 

origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hand of one of our procura-

tors, Pontius Pilate, and a deadly superstition thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only 

in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but also in the City…” 

 Taken from ‘50 Proofs for the BIBLE’ 

 

A 
s a  truck 
driver was 
driving along 
a country 

road, a sign came up 
that read ‘low bridge 
ahead’. Before he 
realised it, the bridge 
was directly ahead 
and he got stuck un-
der it. Cars were 
backed up for miles. 

Finally, a police car came up and the policeman got out  
of his car and walked slowly to the truck drivers cabin.  
He said to the driver “Got stuck, eh!”. The driver replied, 
“No. I was just delivering this bridge and I ran out of 
petrol”. 

From the book entitled: The Joy of Trivia. 
(published in 1976) 

 
 
Did you know 
that the original 
purpose of a cof-
fin was not to 
protect the body 
from prowling 
animals or grave 
robbers.  It was 
invented to keep 
the ‘dear de-
parted’ from 

coming back from the grave to haunt the survi-
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 Why was Jesus baptized?  

Why was Jesus' baptism important? 

 

 At first glance, it seems that Jesus’ baptism has no pur-
pose at all. John’s baptism was the baptism of repentance ,but 

Jesus was sinless and had no need of repentance. Even John was 

taken aback at Jesus’ coming to him. John recognized his own sin 
and was aware that he, a sinful man in need of repentance him-

self, was unfit to baptize the spotless Lamb of God: “I need to be 

baptized by You, and You are coming to me?” ). Jesus replied that 
it should be done because “it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteous-

ness”. There are several reasons why it was fitting for John to baptize Jesus at the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry.   Jesus was about to embark on His great work, and it was appropriate that He be recog-

nized publicly by His forerunner. John was the “voice crying in the wilderness” prophesied by Isaiah, calling 
people to repentance in preparation for their Messiah (By baptizing Him, John was declaring to all that 

here was the One they had been waiting for, the Son of God, the One he had predicted would baptize 

“with the Holy Spirit and fire” ) 
 

 Jesus’ baptism also showed that He identified with sinners. His baptism symbolized the sinners’ bap-

tism into the righteousness of Christ, dying with Him and rising free from sin and able to walk in the new-
ness of life. His perfect righteousness would fulfil all the requirements of the Law for sinners who could 

never hope to do so on their own. When John hesitated to baptize the sinless Son of God, Jesus replied 

that it was proper to “fulfil all righteousness”. By this He alluded to the righteousness that He provides to 
all who come to Him to exchange their sin for His righteousness.  In addition, Jesus’ coming to John 

showed His approval of John's baptism, bearing witness to it, that it was from heaven and approved by 

God. This would be important in the future when others would begin to doubt John’s authority, particularly 
after his arrest by Herod  

 

 Perhaps most importantly, the occasion of the public baptism recorded for all future generations the 
perfect embodiment of the triune God revealed in glory from heaven. The testimony directly from heaven 

of the Father’s pleasure with the Son and the descending of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus  is a beautiful pic-

ture of the Trinitarian nature of God. It also depicts the work of the Father, Son, and Spirit in the salva-
tion of those Jesus came to save. The Father loves the elect from before the foundation of the world ; He 

sends His Son to seek and save the lost ; and the Spirit convicts of sin and draws the believer to the Fa-

ther through the Son. All the glorious truth of the mercy of God through Jesus. 
Taken from Wikipedia. 

 

 The Epiphany from the Greek word ephaneia  literally means manifestation., a festival older than 

Christmas itself and originating in the Eastern Church in the 3rd century. Celebrated on January 6th, it 
commemorated four manifestations of Jesus:  to the shepherds at the manger; t he Magi;  his baptism and 

his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. This feast was adopted by the Roman Catholic Church about the 

4th century and observed on the 6th January which coincided with the pagan New Year festival of Twelfth 
Night. 

 

 Twelfth Night, as mentioned above ,takes place twelve days after Christmas, and is also the date in 
the Alexandrian Calendar when the feast originated. When this feast was adopted by the West in the 4th 

century, for some reason the visitation by the three wise men became more important than the other 

three “epiphanies:.  In England, this feast day, 12th Night, became a day of feasting and games. (I don’t 
know if that is still the case) but, I do know that all Christmas decorations, garlands trees etc., had to be 

taken down, otherwise it would bring bad luck to the household for the entire year. 
 

Taken from “Dictionary of Christian  Lore and Legend. 

Baptism site on the river Jordan 


